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In his 1918 autobiographical essay, "A Negro Poet Writes," Claude McKay (1889–1948), reveals
much about the wellspring of his poetry."I am a black man, born in Jamaica, B.W.I., and have
been living in America for the last years. It was the first time I had ever come face to face with
such manifest, implacable hate of my race, and my feelings were indescribable … Looking about
me with bigger and clearer eyes I saw that this cruelty in different ways was going on all over the
world. Whites were exploiting and oppressing whites even as they exploited and oppressed the
yellows and blacks. And the oppressed, groaning under the leash, evinced the same despicable
hate and harshness toward their weaker fellows. I ceased to think of people and things in the
mass. [O]ne must seek for the noblest and best in the individual life only: each soul must save
itself."So wrote the first major poet of the Harlem Renaissance, whose collection of poetry,
Harlem Shadows (1922), is widely regarded as having launched the movement. But McKay's
literary significance goes far beyond his fierce condemnations of racial bigotry and oppression,
as is amply demonstrated by the universal appeal of his sonnet, "If We Must Die," recited by
Winston Churchill in a speech against the Nazis in World War II.While in Jamaica, McKay
produced two works of dialect verse, Songs of Jamaica and Constab Ballads, that were widely
read on the island. In richly authentic dialect, the poet evoked the folksongs and peasant life of
his native country. The present volume, meticulously edited and with an introduction by scholar
Joan R. Sherman, includes a representative selection of this dialect verse, as well as
uncollected poems, and a generous number in standard English from Harlem Shadows.

About the AuthorWilliam Shakespeare was born in April 1564 in the town of Stratford-upon-
Avon, on England’s Avon River. When he was eighteen, he married Anne Hathaway. The couple
had three children—an older daughter Susanna and twins, Judith and Hamnet. Hamnet,
Shakespeare’s only son, died in childhood. The bulk of Shakespeare’s working life was spent in
the theater world of London, where he established himself professionally by the early 1590s. He
enjoyed success not only as a playwright and poet, but also as an actor and shareholder in an
acting company. Although some think that sometime between 1610 and 1613 Shakespeare
retired from the theater and returned home to Stratford, where he died in 1616, others believe
that he may have continued to work in London until close to his death.Barbara A. Mowat is
Director of Research emerita at the Folger Shakespeare Library, Consulting Editor
of Shakespeare Quarterly, and author of The Dramaturgy of Shakespeare’s Romances and of
essays on Shakespeare’s plays and their editing.Paul Werstine is Professor of English at the
Graduate School and at King’s University College at Western University. He is a general editor of
the New Variorum Shakespeare and author of Early Modern Playhouse Manuscripts and the
Editing of Shakespeare and of many papers and articles on the printing and editing of



Shakespeare’s plays.
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Windchill-06, “Wow!. Bless your life by buying this book and reading (and receiving) Mr. McKays
poems. You will be glad that you did.”

valenjeree94, “This book of poems is ABSOLUTELY AMAZING! I purchased this book for a
thematic approaches .... This book of poems is ABSOLUTELY AMAZING! I purchased this book
for a thematic approaches to literature class and it totally blew me away! Mckay wording and the
imagery that he uses gives the reader a vivid picture of what McKay is seeing as he writes.
These poem are full of emotion and Mckays life experiences. After reading the poems and
discussing them in class I would highly recommend this selection. What makes this book even
better is that the seller was very fast with shipping and the book was totally affordable!”

valm, “Early century of the 1900's.. Poems from the heart representation of the past eras.His
book is also well written about the jazz in the early 20's,Do not go out as hogs squealing against
the wall but give one final blow. Paraphrasing one of his poems.famously known by Winston
Churchill,.”

EZ SMITH, “GREAT BOOK. LOVE IT”

Charmaine headley, “Wonderful. An amazing trip down memory lane. The price was such a
bargain, and I loved that I was able to use my prime for shipping. The order even came earlier
than expected”

♫NewHorizons♫, “Four Stars. Enjoyable.”

Mark Statman, “A starter book. McKay is a wonderful poet, under-rated, under-read. This edition
gives the reader a sense of that. But that's all.”

Veronica DeLuze, “Four Stars. these are good little dollar books.”

Mrs. M. P. Rose, “Must read, you will be entred. Fantastic!”

Sarah, “So very beautiful. I can't read 'Subway Wind' without dissolving into .... So very beautiful.
I can't read 'Subway Wind' without dissolving into tears. This is truly wonderful poetry - emotive
and very very skillfully written.”

Betty Boop, “Bestens. Bestens”

G., “Buenísimo. Cosa más bella. Altamente recomendable y llegó en tiempo en excelente



estado.”

The book by Jose Arca has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 98 people have provided feedback.
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